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‘Iuka, Miss., December 14, 1885. 
His Excellency, Governor Lowry: ` 


GOVERNOR—I have the honor to submit the following report 
of the acts and doings of the RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE, 
STATE OF MISISSIPPI, organized under an Act of the Legislature, 
approved March 11th, 1884. 

Immediately after the organization of the Commission writs of 
injunction, restraining it from any interference whatever with 
their business or property, and from the performance of the duties 
required by the Act above referred to, were served upon it by 
the following Railroad companies, to-wit: The’ Zlinois Central 
Railroad Company, the Mobile and Ohio Railroad Company, the 
Vicksburg and Meridian Railroad Company, and the New Orleans 
and Northeastern Railroad Company, and made returnable to the 
Circuit Court of the United States. for the Southern District of 
Mississippi, which court, at the May term, 1884, thereof, decided 
adversely to the Commission, declaring the law unconstitutional. 
Appeals were taken from said decision, and the causes were heard, 
as we are informed, in the Supreme Court of the United States in 
October last, but the decision of that Court has not yet reached . 
the Commission. 

The Vatchez, Jackson and Columbus Railroad Company, the 
Yazoo and Mississippi Valley Railroad Company, and the Canton, 
Aberdeen and Nashville Railroad Company, enjoined in the Courts 
of the State (the causes of the Yazoo and Mississippi Valley and 
ihe Vatchez, Jackson and Columbus Railroad Companies, being 
heard by Chancellor Peyton on July 23d, 1884, and September 
Isth, 1884, respectively; and that of the Canton, Aberdeen and 
Nashville Railroad Company, by Chancellor McFarland on Sep- 
tember 20th, 1884,) with the same result as in the cases decided 
by the Circuit Court of the United States. Upon an appeal to 
the Supreme Court of the State, the law was sustained, and the 
restraint upon the Commission partially removed. To this de- 
cision the Yazoo and Mississippi Valley. and the Canton, Aberdeen and 
Nashville R.R. Companies, submitted and filed their tariff of rates 
with the Commission as required by said Act. But the Natchez, 
Jackson and Columbus Railroad Company took an appeal from 
this decision to the Supreme Court of the United States, and filed 
its tariffs, “protesting against the right of the State to require 
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them.” Your Excellency being familiar with the decisions referred 
to, it is deemed unnecessary to recite them, or any part thereof. 

In the severai causes before the Courts of the State, and the 
United States, the Commission was ably represented by the Hon. 
Jno. W. C. Watson, counsel selected by your Excellency, whose 
skillful conduct and valuable services äre evinced in his exhaus- 
tive arguments in that bebalf, to which I respectfully invite,your 
attention. 

The following Railroad Companies declared their purpose to 
submit to the law, and in due time filed their tariffs of rates with 
the Commission in accordance with the requirements of section 6 
of the Act, to-wit: 


The Mississippi.and Tennessee Railroad Company. 

The Ship Island, Ripley and Kentucky Railroad Company. 

The Louisville and Nashville Railroad Company. 

The Georgia Pacific Railway Company. 

The Memphis and Charleston Railroad Company, (the East 
- Tennessee, Virginia and Georgia Railroad Company, lessees.) 

The East Tennessee, Virginia and Georgia Railroad Company, 
(Meridian division. ) 

The New Orleans, Baton Rouge, Vicksburg and Memphis 
Railroad Company, (now Louisville, N. O. and Texas.) 


The Commission having carefully examined said tariffs of rates, 
taking into considerätion all the provisions of section 6 of the 
Act, arrived at the conclusion that the rates were not unreason- 
able, and attached to each tariff a certificate of approval. Some 
of these railroads were in process of construction, and in an un- 
finished state when their tariffs were filed, and said tariffs were, 
therefore, incomplete. Inasmuch as the most important railroad 
lines in the State were exempt, for the time being, from the opera- 
tions of the law, It was deemed inexpedient, if not unjust, to 
restrict those roads, submitting to supervision, in their rates, so 
as to reduce them below those fixed by such companies so exempt 
from the provisions of the Act. 

The Commission has been anxicusly awaiting the decision of 
the Supreme Court of the United States, fully impressed with the 
belief that until said decision is had no service can be rendered 
the State commensurate with the expense thereof. With this view 
it was determined to have no more meetings than were absolutely 
necessary until informed of said decision. 

Under the provisions of section 18 the Memphis and Charleston 
Railroad Company, (the Zast Tennessee, Virginia and Georgia 
Railroad Company, lessees,) was required to provide a reception 
room at Corinth, which was promptly done. With this exception 
no complaint, as to reception rooms, has reached the Commission, 
and those companies submitting to the law have complied with 
its requirements in regard to. bulletin boards. 

The Commission has not been notified by any Railroad Com- 
pany of any accident within the State. We therefore have nothing 
to report upon that subject, 
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The expenses incurred by the Commission, since its organiza- 
tion, besides the salaries of the Commissioners, and Clerk, are as 
follows: . 


- Transportation of Commissi0NerS.......o.oooooomo.o... $139 85 
Office expenses, including postage, express charges, etc.. 22 65 
Total... eee eee cnet ne ennees $162 50 


Nothing occurs to me that I should recommend, or suggest to 
your Excellency in regard to the law, or the duties of the Com- 
missioners. The decision of the Court, which may be expected 
at an early day, will probably indicate what legislation, if any, 
is necessary; and until it is known to what extent the law is 
affected by that decision, it would be difficult to determine what 
is needed to improve or perfect it. 

Trusting that the foregoing may be sufficient for your purposes, 

‘and that nothing more, under the circumstances, will be required 
to comply with section 14 of the Supervision Act, 
I am, Governor, 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. STONE, for the Commission. 


